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municipality ever lose its separate and distinct identity.
It is true, of course, that the governing body of the town
did not itself always represent the community, and from a
constitutional standpoint tended to become narrow and
oligarchical. But from the economic standpoint it does
appear on the whole to have represented the commonalty,
and its control of the market, its execution of the assizes
and its supervision of the gilds were all in the best
interests of the general body of consumers within the
towns.
Craft gilds Some writers have endeavoured to establish a connexion
*tttftfk between the gild society and trade unionism \ but there are
compared, many striking differences between mediaeval craft gilds and
modern trade unions, not only in regard to membership but
also in functions. In one respect they are similar, for both
alike are industrial organizations concerned ultimately with
the same fundamental purpose, the maintenance of ' the
standard of life'2. The chief object of the trade unions is
to organize the workers, in order to raise the standard of
living and by the co-operation of forces prevent the degrada-
tion of their social and economic status. The craft gilds
were no less concerned with securing to their members
opportunities for a fair and just remuneration of their
labour. Both bodies rest in principle upon the conviction
that combined action can alone ensure an adequate liveli-
hood for the workers ; to this degree the trade unions carry
on the tradition of the older craft gilds. Here, however,
the resemblance ends.
(i.)              The craft gilds comprised only skilled artisans.   Out-
mmS^  ^de ttek ranks lay an ever-growing number of unskilled
ship.       workmen, devoid of organization, in receipt of inferior wages,
and altogether on a lower plane than their more favoured
fellows.   The craft gilds were, in fact, select groups whose
members were the competent men of the trade, and at no
time apparently did they contain within their ranks the
1 G. Howell, Conflicts of Capital and Labour (1890), 69.    Trade unions
" are the real and legitimate descendants " of the craft gilds.
1 S. and B. Webb, History of Trade Unionism (1911), 19.